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Syllabus 

Biology 702
Topics in Biology Teaching (1 credit hour) 

Autumn 2008
Instructor: Judith S. Ridgway, Assistant Director of CLSE

Office: 260 Jennings Hall, 1735 Neil Avenue
E-Mail: ridgway.14@osu.edu


Telephone: 292-0837



Office Hours: TBA

Fax:  292-4390

Readings and texts will vary with student activities
Course Description: 

The purpose of this course is to provide ongoing professional development individualized to meet the needs of each Center for Life Sciences Education (CLSE) TA. During the course, TAs will attend or facilitate teaching events/workshops at FTAD or CLSE and participate in other activities that enhance their preparedness for college teaching. Biology students in the Graduate Interdisciplinary Specialization will be able to apply this each instance of this course as an elective up to the maximum of 3 credits. 
Goals of the Course

a. To provide developmentally appropriate professional development activities that support GTA teaching improvement
b. To nurture a community of GTAs that values the importance of teaching
Learning Outcomes
· Students will discuss a variety of student-centered teaching methods

· Students will value student-centered teaching and learning

· Students will participate as part of a community of colleagues seeking to continually improve their practice
Content
a. Knowing our students (diversity/learning styles)

b. University policies and procedures
c. Student-centered teaching strategies
d. Scholarship of Teaching and Learning
e. Reflective practice leading to improved teaching
Distribution of Homework and Class work

Students will select from the range of activities to meet their professional development needs. In order to satisfactorily complete the course, students will fulfill a contract in which they complete activities to accrue at least 10 points. 
Assignments
a. Attend CLSE Workshop – 1 point
b. Attend FTAD Event – 1 point
c. Develop and lead a CLSE Workshop – 3 points
d. Reflection on Workshop/Event– Write a 1-page description of how to apply what you learn in a workshop/event (2 points)
e. Teaching Improvement Plan – Write a1-page description of improvements you are going to make based on your classroom observation (2 points)
f. Develop Instructional Materials – Develop a new laboratory or recitation activity (1-5 points)
g. Participate in Scholarship of Teaching and Learning – Work with a faculty member on a project that investigates how an instructional approach impacts student learning (1-6 Points)

h. Additional activities will be added with instructor approval
Grading

Accrue at least 10 points – Satisfactory
Accrue less than 10 points - Unsatisfactory

Academic Misconduct:

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the Committee on Academic Misconduct (Faculty Rule 335-5-487). For additional information, see the University's Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).
 

Disability Services:

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the Course Coordinator as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in room 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 614-292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.  

CLSE TA Workshop Schedule (TBA)


FTAD Events (TBA)
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